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I ntroduction
Believe! It’s a popular word for Christmas. You’ll
hear it in songs and stories, see it in decor and
store windows, maybe even taste it in icing
on a frosted holiday treat. But if you want to
feel it, then its object must truly be worthy of
believing in.
There are many traditions and values
believe refers to at Christmastime—Santa Claus
especially, if not literally the jolly, round man
from the North Pole then figuratively for the
generosity and magic he represents. Sometimes
believe urges us to trust in the good in people,
the good that’s most evident during the season
of giving. And sometimes believe just means
hope—hope for things to get better because we
all have hurts and hardships.
But to honestly say “I believe!”—to feel the
faith those words express at Christmas—our
object of belief must be the baby named Jesus.
The baby who did come to make everything
better. The baby who started it all.
This season, let Christmastime wrap you
in a warm embrace, and in both the quiet
moments and the bustling ones, may this book
give you reason to pause in frequent prayer
and say to the only One truly worthy, “Jesus, I
believe.”
7

The Story behind the Story:
Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
taxed. . . . And Joseph also went up from Galilee. . .unto
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem. . .to be taxed
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
Luke 2:1–5 kjv

So begins the best-known version of the
Christmas story found in the Gospel of Luke,
perhaps the best-known story of the entire
Bible. Yet, what brought us to this point
where the seemingly sad story of young,
poor newlyweds having their first child in
impoverished conditions has an entire holiday
season—celebrated around the world—derived
from and devoted to it? Could it be just a myth
to base a celebration on? Just a fairy-tale excuse
for a festive season to decorate, cook, shop,
wrap, give, get, eat, drink, and be merry?
No, it’s not just a story. It’s the story! The
story that, when studied in context of the
prophecy it fulfills and the hope it provides,
gives the purpose and meaning to life that
every person is looking for.
So let’s dig in a little. Why on earth was
the birth of this poor baby Jesus—born in a
barn!—so important? When we look at the
story behind the story, the ancient prophecies
that Jesus fulfilled, we see the importance.
In the Old Testament, there are hundreds of
prophecies about the coming Messiah, and all
were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. After we take a
11

I Believe

closer look at a few of these, you’ll have reason
to say, “Jesus, I believe! I believe You are the
promised Messiah who came and will come
again!”

Jesus Is the Messiah
Messiah is the Hebrew word for “anointed
one,” and Old Testament prophets had
been promising the Jews for centuries that a
Messiah was coming to rescue them from their
oppressors. They longed for this Redeemer to
come quickly, set up His new eternal kingdom,
and rule with justice.
And finally the Messiah did come! Just
not in the way most Jews had hoped for and
expected. They were looking for a mighty King to
arrive triumphantly, not a baby born in humble
circumstances. But no matter how unexpected
the method of His coming, we clearly see in the
New Testament how Jesus fulfills the prophecies
about the Messiah and comes as Savior not only
to the Jews but to all people.
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Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled

Jesus Said He Is God
The most important prediction about the
Messiah in the Old Testament is that He
would truly be God. That’s a pretty big claim,
and Jesus stated in various ways that He is the
Messiah and He is God:
•

Jesus declared Himself as the Messiah
to the woman at the well: “The woman
said, ‘I know the Messiah is coming—
the one who is called Christ. When he
comes, he will explain everything to us.’
Then Jesus told her, ‘I Am the Messiah!’ ”
(John 4:25–26 nlt).

•

Jesus stated very clearly and simply, “I
and my Father are one” (John 10:30
kjv).

•

Jesus taught His disciples to pray in His
name, saying: “In that day you will ask
nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you,
whatever you ask of the Father in my
name, he will give it to you. Until now
you have asked nothing in my name.
13
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Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full” (John 16:23–24 esv).
•

Jesus prayed to the Father as one with
Him: “Holy Father, protect them by
the power of your name, the name you
gave me, so that they may be one as we
are one” (John 17:11 niv).

•

Jesus said that if we know Him, we
know God: “If you really know me, you
will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen
him” (John 14:7 niv).

•

Jesus said if we see Him, we see God:
“
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou
not known me, Philip? he that hath
seen me hath seen the Father” (John
14:9 kjv).

•

Jesus said if we receive Him, we receive
God: “Whosoever shall receive one of
such children in my name, receiveth
14
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me: and whosoever shall receive me,
receiveth not me, but him that sent
me” (Mark 9:37 kjv).
•

Jesus said if we believe Him, we believe
God: “Jesus cried and said, He that
believeth on me, believeth not on me, but
on him that sent me” (John 12:44 kjv).

•

Jesus said if we honor Him, we honor
God: “That all men should honour
the Son, even as they honour the
Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath
sent him” (John 5:23 kjv).

•

Jesus said if we hate Him, we hate God:
“He that hateth me hateth my Father
also” (John 15:23 kjv).

Not only did Jesus say that He is God, but
He also said that He fulfilled all the prophecies
about the Messiah. In the Gospel of Luke, after
His resurrection, Jesus appeared to the two
15
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disciples on the road to Emmaus, spoke to them,
“and beginning at Moses and all the prophets,
he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself ” (24:27 kjv).
When He appeared to the disciples in
Jerusalem, He said, “These are the words which
I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that
all things must be fulfilled, which were written
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in
the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:44 kjv).
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Jesus Bears the Names and Attributes of
God. . . .
Yahweh, is an Old Testament name for God
derived from the Hebrew word for “I Am.”
In Exodus 3:14 (esv), God reveals Himself to
Moses in the burning bush and says, “ ‘I Am
Who I Am.’ And he said, ‘Say this to the people
of Israel, “ I Am has sent me to you”.’ ”
One of the most powerful statements made
by Jesus is in John 8:58 (esv) when He says,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was,
I am.” With this statement, He applies God’s
most holy name of “I Am” to Himself.
But anyone can say things about themselves
without being honest, right? What if Jesus was
just making extremely bold, but untrue, boasts?
He wasn’t; as proof, let’s look at how the names
and attributes of God in the Old Testament
are the same as those of Jesus in the New
Testament.

17
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. . .Immanuel
The prophet Isaiah said clearly of the
coming Messiah, “Therefore the Lord himself
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14 kjv).
This is fulfilled in Matthew 1:22–23
(nlt): “All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s
message through his prophet: ‘Look! The virgin
will conceive a child! She will give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel, which
means “God is with us.” ’ ”

. . .Son of God
Psalm 2:7 (niv) says, “I will proclaim the
Lord’s decree: He said to me, ‘You are my son;
today I have become your father.’ ”
This prophecy is satisfied at the baptism of
Jesus, when a voice from heaven said, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(Matthew 3:17 kjv).
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. . .Mighty God
Isaiah 9:6 (kjv) tells us about the coming
Messiah: “For unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
New Testament accounts of Jesus fulfill the
prophecies that the Messiah will be a Mighty
God with a name above all names. Paul writes
in Philippians 2:9–11(kjv), “Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name: That at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.”

. . .Immutable
Immutability is an attribute of God—He
never changes! In Malachi 3:6 (nlt) God says,
“I am the Lord, and I do not change. That is
why you descendants of Jacob are not already
destroyed.”
19
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Jesus’ constant nature is evident in Hebrews
13:8 (nlt), which says, “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever.”

. . .Eternal
God has always been and has no end! Psalm
90:2 (esv) describes God this way: “Before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever
you had formed the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
Jesus is also eternal. John 1:1–2 (esv) says
of Him, “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.” And
in John 17:5 (esv), Jesus prays to God, “And
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence
with the glory that I had with you before the
world existed.”

. . .Omniscient
God knows everything! One of the many
Old Testament examples of God’s omniscience
is in Psalm 33:13–15 (nlt): “The Lord looks
20
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down from heaven and sees the whole human
race. From his throne he observes all who
live on the earth. He made their hearts, so he
understands everything they do.”
In the New Testament, we see evidence of
Jesus’ omniscience in places like John 16:30
(nlt), when Jesus’ disciples said to Him, “Now
we understand that you know everything, and
there’s no need to question you. From this we
believe that you came from God.”

. . .Omnipresent
God is everywhere—all the time! David
wrote, “Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence? If I go
up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my
bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on
the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide
me, your right hand will hold me fast” (Psalm
139:7–10 niv).
Jesus shows us His omnipresence in the
New Testament when He says, “Surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matthew 28:20 niv) and “where two or three
21
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gather in my name, there am I with them”
(Matthew 18:20 niv).

. . .Omnipotent
God can do anything and has unlimited
power! In Genesis 18:14 (kjv) God asks
Abraham a rhetorical question: “Is any thing
too hard for the Lord?” Jeremiah praises God
for His power, “Ah Lord God! behold, thou
hast made the heaven and the earth by thy
great power and stretched out arm, and there is
nothing too hard for thee” (Jeremiah 32:17 kjv).
Jesus says He’s omnipotent in Matthew
28:18 (kjv), “And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth.” And He shows His
omnipotence through the many miracles He
performed, especially by raising the dead to life
(John 11:38–43; Luke 7:11–17) and through
His own resurrection (Matthew 28, Mark 16,
Luke 24, John 20).
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Jesus’ Lineage
Now that we’ve showed Jesus is God, let’s jump
back to Jesus’ ancestors and take a quick look at
how He fulfilled prophecy through His family
tree.
In Genesis 3:15 (kjv), God is talking to the
serpent and establishes that the Messiah will be
a descendant of Eve, meaning that He would
come through the seed of woman, not man:
“And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.”
Galatians 4:4 (kjv) fulfills this
prophecy: “But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law.”
This important prophecy and its fulfillment
show how Jesus could be without sin (2
Corinthians 5:21)—because He was born
through the seed of woman and so did not
inherit the sin nature of Adam. Jesus is able to
be our Savior from sin because He is the only
One born unable to sin!
In various places, the Old Testament
23
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tells us that the Messiah will be a descendant
of Abraham (Genesis 12:3, 18:18), of Isaac
(Genesis 17:19, 21:12), of Jacob (Genesis
28:14), of Judah (Genesis 49:10), and of King
David (2 Samuel 7:12–13).
The lineage of Jesus given in Matthew 1:1–
16 shows that these prophecies are fulfilled and
verifies Jesus as a Jew and as a royal heir to the
throne of David. Luke’s Gospel also lists the
lineage of Jesus for us in Luke 3:23–28.
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Jesus’ Birth. . .
Old Testament prophecies concerning the birth
of the Messiah were fulfilled in detail in the
New Testament when Jesus was born.

. . .to a Virgin
Isaiah 7:14 (kjv) says Jesus would be born
miraculously to a virgin: “Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.”
This came to pass in Matthew 1:23–25
(kjv): “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is,
God with us. Then Joseph being raised from
sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden
him, and took unto him his wife: And knew
her not till she had brought forth her firstborn
son: and he called his name Jesus.”
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